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RECOGNIZING CARLOS ELIAS 

HON. TOM GRAVES 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I, 
along with Representative WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, rise today to recognize and pay trib-
ute to Carlos Elias on his retirement after 36 
years of service to the federal government, 17 
years of which were with the Architect of the 
Capitol. 

Carlos started his federal career in 1980 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers after 
graduating from the University of Puerto Rico. 
Carlos joined the Architect of the Capitol in 
1999 as the Deputy Superintendent of the 
U.S. Capitol Building, and in 2001 was ap-
pointed to the position of Superintendent of 
the U.S. Capitol Building and the Capitol Vis-
itor Center. 

As Superintendent, Mr. Elias oversees 1.5 
million gross square feet and manages 250 
employees. In addition to maintenance func-
tions, he is responsible for repairs, moderniza-
tion, improvements, conservation, preserva-
tion, and new construction activities. 

He also served as lead coordinator for the 
last four Presidential Inaugurations and he is 
responsible for the construction of the Inau-
gural platform, installation of the sound sys-
tem, security fencing, and all other supporting 
infrastructure. 

Mr. Elias is overseeing the $60 million U.S. 
Dome Restoration Project, the first since 1959. 
Due to age and weather, the Dome had more 
than 1,000 cracks and deficiencies. The 
project was awarded in November 2013 and, 
with Mr. Elias’ management, we expect it to 
be completed before the Presidential Inau-
guration—on time and under budget. 

Our subcommittee has come to depend on 
Carlos and his team for their exceptional cus-
tomer service and reliability. In addition, Car-
los has provided us with invaluable guidance 
and analysis throughout the years. 

Carlos’ retirement constitutes a profound 
loss for the institution. He will not be easily re-
placed and will be sorely missed. We wish him 
and his wife, Ana, all the best in this next 
phase of their lives. 

f 

HONORING 20 WORLD WAR II VET-
ERANS FROM OREGON FOR 
THEIR HONOR FLIGHT TO THE 
NATION’S CAPITAL 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 20 World War II veterans from Or-
egon who will be visiting their memorial today 
in Washington, D.C. through Honor Flight of 
Oregon. On behalf of a grateful state and 

country, we welcome these heroes to our na-
tion’s capital. 

This particular Honor Flight brings us 20 
World War II veterans from 13 cities and 
towns in Oregon representing every branch of 
the military. Infantrymen, mechanics, opera-
tors, cutters, flight crew, pilots, seamen . . . 
each of these brave Americans deserves our 
everlasting thanks for their contributions to the 
war effort, and for their sacrifice on behalf of 
our liberty. 

The veterans on this flight from Oregon are 
as follows: Robert Kukuska, Army; Arthur 
Lyons, Army; Walter Young, Army; Cecil Cole-
man, Army Air Force; Michael W. Foree, Army 
Air Force; Carl Maier, Army Air Force; Gordon 
Halsten, Coast Guard; Robert Bennett, Ma-
rines; Earl Giggers, Merchant Marines; Jack 
Alsup, Navy; Oral Fitts, Navy; John 
Hilderbrand, Navy; Robert Lazzarini, Navy; 
Virgil Luksan, Navy; James Smith, Navy; How-
ard Winegarden, Navy; Verl Middlesworth, 
Navy; Eugene Wellman, Navy Reserve; 
Wayne Harris, Navy Seabees; and Howard 
Graul, Navy Seabees. 

These 20 heroes join the estimated 20,000– 
25,000 veterans who will travel to Washington, 
D.C. from their home states in 2016, adding to 
the more than 150,000 veterans who have 
been honored through the Honor Flight Net-
work of volunteers nationwide since 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the 
courage of these veterans who put themselves 
in harm’s way for our country and way of life. 
As a nation, we can never fully repay the debt 
of gratitude owed to them for their honor, com-
mitment, and sacrifice in defense of the free-
doms we have today. 

My colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and the volunteers of the Bend 
Heroes Foundation and Honor Flight of Or-
egon for their exemplary dedication and serv-
ice to this great country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRECHBILL & 
HELMAN CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY FOR 50 YEARS OF SUCCESS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Darrell Brechbill, John Helman, and 
Linda Brechbill on the occasion of their 50th 
year in business and well-deserved retire-
ments. 

Brechbill and Helman Construction Com-
pany began in 1966 in Chambersburg, Penn-
sylvania, and subsequently has grown to be-
come a premier design-build commercial con-
struction company serving a large portion of 
the Mid-Atlantic Region. Throughout their 50 
years of business, Darrell, John, and Linda 
have remained actively involved in the projects 
and business, which has enabled the com-
pany to make many of its impressive contribu-
tions. 

I would be remiss to not also highlight the 
great work these owners have done to posi-
tively impact their community. Both Darrell and 
John have served on the boards of local non-
profit organizations, and their quality of work 
can be seen in the hotels, office buildings, res-
taurants, supermarkets, warehouses, and 
manufacturing buildings they built within their 
community. 

I am honored to recognize and congratulate 
Darrell, John, and Linda on their 50 years of 
building up not only their business but also 
communities. They exemplify the true Amer-
ican Dream, building something from nothing, 
and I wish them the absolute best on their 
hard-earned retirements. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
NURSES WEEK 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of National Nurses Week and to gra-
ciously thank the hardworking nurses residing 
and practicing in the First District of Iowa. 

Every day, nurses provide compassionate, 
quality care to patients across the country. As 
the largest workforce in the healthcare sector, 
nurses are often the first line of defense in 
prevention and treatment to patients. I am 
confident nurses will continue to do an admi-
rable job promoting safe public health prac-
tices among the communities in the First Dis-
trict. From schools to hospitals to long term 
care, these hardworking men and women pro-
vide compassionate care to those in need. 

I urge my colleagues to continue to support 
nurses as they dedicate their lives to the well- 
being of others. Nurses deserve our recogni-
tion for their contributions to healthcare and I 
am proud to stand before you today and offer 
my thanks for their sacrifices. 

f 

HONORING MR. BILL ‘‘BULLDOG’’ 
CUNNINGHAM 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, longtime 
East Dallas constituent, Bill L. ‘‘Bulldog’’ 
Cunningham passed away on April 24, 2016, 
after a courageous fight with prostate cancer. 

Born on May 3, 1921, Bulldog grew up in 
East Dallas. He graduated from Woodrow Wil-
son High School in 1949 and was a star on 
the football team. He went to play football at 
Midwestern State University, but withdrew 
after one year to join the United States Marine 
Corps. During his service, he was wounded 
three times. And awarded the Purple Heart. 
After leaving Korea, he served the rest 
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of his time as a drill instructor at Camp Pen-
dleton. 

After returning to Dallas, he married his 
sweetheart, Mina, in 1954. They were blessed 
with four boys, Gregory, Vickers, William, and 
Michael. He is survived by Mina, his four sons, 
eight grandchildren and one great-grandson. It 
was rare to see Bulldog or Mina separately. 
Their marriage of over 60 years was an exam-
ple of a life-long love. The Cunninghams are 
a very close-knit family. 

Bulldog made a life-long passion out of his 
chosen profession of insurance. He based his 
insurance company in East Dallas. He was a 
member of the Million Dollar Round Table. In 
the last year of his life, he was still a national 
top 10 percent producer for Safeco Insurance. 

Bulldog was an active political volunteer, 
along with his wife, Mina. He was very active 
in the Dallas community, including the Greater 
East Dallas Chamber of Commerce, in which 
he was instrumental in their annual Economic 
Summit, investing a lot of time in building the 
event, Habitat for Humanity, City of Dallas 
Planning & Zoning Commission, and numer-
ous other organizations and city boards and 
commissions. He was inducted into the Wood-
row Wilson High School Hall of Fame in 2004. 

Mr. Cunningham will be sorely missed by 
his family, friends, and the East Dallas com-
munity. We have lost a patriotic, hard-working 
businessman who was the example of who we 
should all strive to be. My condolences to 
Mina and the rest of the Cunningham family. 
Melissa and I are praying for God’s comfort on 
you during this time of loss. 

f 

HONORING WEST VIRGINIA’S AL-
WAYS FREE HONOR FLIGHT AND 
VETERANS 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the brave men and 
women who sacrificed so much for the free-
doms we hold so dear. Those who serve this 
great country deserve not only our respect but 
our deepest gratitude. I stand here today to 
honor West Virginia’s veterans who are vis-
iting Washington, D.C., with the Always Free 
Honor Flight on May 18, 2016. These veterans 
served honorably in times of war and times of 
peace, and they deserve to be recognized and 
thanked for their service to our nation and 
their efforts to secure the freedoms we enjoy 
as Americans. 

As a country we must never forget the costs 
of war, the costs to the families of our service 
men and women, and the costs of protecting 
our freedom, especially when there are so 
many in this world who seek to destroy our 
way of life. I want to thank all those who came 
with this Honor Flight, and I extend my sin-
cerest appreciation for what they have done 
for West Virginia and for this country. 

SACRAMENTO CENTER FOR INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE DEVELOP-
MENT IS SELECTED TO RECEIVE 
PRESIDENT’S E–STAR AWARD 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer 
congratulations to the Sacramento Center for 
International Trade Development and the Los 
Rios Community College District for being 
awarded the ‘‘E–Star’’ award from the United 
States Department of Commerce, which rec-
ognizes excellence in export assistance. 

The Sacramento Center for International 
Trade Development is a prominent part of the 
drive to increase exports from the Sacramento 
region. The program, which is administered 
through the Los Rios Community College Dis-
trict, is a longstanding force for global com-
petitiveness in our area. 

For more than two decades, the Center has 
provided export services and programs that 
serve to enhance the effectiveness and profit-
ability of Northern California businesses. The 
Center’s relationship with the Department of 
Commerce provides Sacramento area busi-
nesses with a unique edge, helping to con-
tribute to the growing economy in our region. 
The Center provides critical support to our 
local businesses, and deserves this important 
recognition. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the Sac-
ramento Center for International Trade Devel-
opment and the Los Rios Community College 
District for their work to support Northern Cali-
fornia. Please join me in congratulating them 
on this significant achievement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JOHN J. 
LINDSAY 

HON. MARTHA ROBY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Colonel John J. Lindsay for dedicating 
28 years of honorable service to the United 
States Army. John and his family’s devotion, 
sacrifice, and commitment to the Nation is 
worthy of praise and recognition. 

A native of New York, John was commis-
sioned into the United States Army as a sec-
ond lieutenant after graduating from the United 
States Military Academy in 1988. He is a com-
bat proven leader and a highly skilled AH–64D 
Apache attack helicopter pilot. John is a true 
professional and scholar, earning a Bachelor 
of Science in National Security from the 
United States Military Academy and a Master 
of Science in Human Resources from Central 
Michigan University. He is a graduate of the 
U.S. Army Command and General Staff Col-
lege, the Joint Forces Staff College, and the 
U.S. Army War College Fellowship Program. 

Upon entrance into the Armed Forces, Colo-
nel Lindsay attended the aviation officer basic 
course and initial entry rotary wing flight train-
ing at Fort Rucker in the 2nd Congressional 
District of Alabama that I proudly represent. 
Throughout John’s career in Army aviation, he 
served in a range of assignments from the 

platoon level to the Department of the Army 
headquarters staff. His initial assignment was 
as an aeroscout platoon leader in the Republic 
of Korea with the 5–501st Attack Helicopter 
Battalion, 17th Aviation Brigade. He continued 
to his second overseas assignment in Wies-
baden, Germany with 5–6 Cavalry Squadron, 
12th Aviation Brigade. During his tenure with 
the 12th Aviation Brigade, he served as 
squadron liaison officer and squadron adju-
tant. He later served as the assistant squad-
ron operations officer and headquarters troop 
Commander in 6–6 Cavalry Squadron, based 
in Illesheim, Germany. 

Upon completion of his overseas tour in 
Germany, he returned to the U.S. and served 
in multiple duty assignments from the National 
Training Center (NTC) at Ft. Irwin, CA to the 
U.S. Army Personnel Command in Alexandria, 
VA. Later in his career, John returned to the 
11th Aviation Regiment and served during the 
initial invasion of Iraq. The Army selected 
John to command 1–14th Aviation Battalion at 
Ft Rucker, AL, where he completed the AH– 
64D Instructor Pilot course and assumed re-
sponsibility of all attack and reconnaissance 
flight training for the Army. After command, he 
was assigned to the U.S. Army Human Re-
sources Command where he served as the 
aviation branch chief and later as the chief of 
maneuver, fires and effects division. 

Upon promotion to Colonel, Colonel Lindsay 
attended the U.S. Army War College Fellow-
ship at the Institute for Defense Analyses in 
Washington, D.C., and subsequently deployed 
as the director of the Joint Operations Center 
(JOC) to U.S. Forces Iraq. In his most recent 
assignments, he served as a senior advisor to 
the Vice Chief of Staff of the Army and also 
as the director of army aviation for the Army’s 
G 3/5/7. John was instrumental in the formula-
tion of the Army’s Aviation Restructure Initia-
tive (ARI), which optimizes the operational ca-
pability, deployment and lethality, and deploy-
ment in Army Aviation. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a sincere pleasure 
to have worked with Colonel John J. Lindsay 
over the last three years. On behalf of a grate-
ful nation, I join my colleagues in recognizing 
and commending John for his service to the 
United States of America. We wish him, his 
lovely wife Virginia, and their three children, 
Ian, Emma, and Kevin all the best as they de-
part the United States Army and continue on 
their wonderful journey. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of National Teacher Appreciation 
Week occurring last week and to graciously 
thank all the hardworking educators in the 
First District of Iowa. 

Every day, teachers rise and face the chal-
lenge of preparing today’s youth to be the 
leaders of tomorrow. Our teachers are at the 
forefront of shaping young minds, recognizing 
potential, and encouraging their success. 

Across the country, teachers are empow-
ering students with the necessary skills to 
achieve their dreams and become the next 
generation of leaders of the United States. 
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As Members of Congress, we must do our 

part to equip our teachers with the best tools 
and resources possible to educate our chil-
dren—who are our most precious resource 
and deserve every effort we can make to give 
them the opportunity to succeed. 

I thank all the dedicated teachers in the 
First District of Iowa during National Teacher 
Appreciation Week for continuing to provide 
their best to our children and empowering 
them to reach their full potential. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MUSTANG 
SUD’S 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a milestone for the Mustang Special 
Utility District (SUD). On May 13, 2016, this 
local government entity will celebrate fifty 
years of utility service to residents and busi-
nesses in northeast Denton County. 

The organization started as a small water 
supply corporation in 1966 with less than 50 
connections. The Mustang SUD now covers 
100 square miles and 11,000 connections as 
a provider of retail water and sewer utilities 
within its designated boundaries, encom-
passing cities and communities between Pilot 
Point to the north and Oak Point to the south. 

The Mustang SUD is governed by an elect-
ed board of directors. The nine directors are 
elected to three year terms and must be retail 
customers of the organization and reside with-
in the district’s boundaries. Since 2011, the or-
ganization has been deemed a ‘‘Superior Pub-
lic Water System’’ by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 

To be designated ‘‘Superior,’’ the system 
must meet the TCEQ’s stringent criteria for 
overall excellence in the operation of a public 
water system. These standards include ex-
celled efforts in protecting public health, ensur-
ing reliable operations and water supply for 
the system’s customers, compliance with regu-
latory requirements and environmental stew-
ardship. 

It is my privilege to represent the customers 
of the Mustang SUD in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

f 

HONORING MR. HAL RICHARDS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and congratulate a dear friend, Mayor 
Hal Richards of Terrell, Texas. Hal is an out-
standing community leader and servant for the 
people of Kaufman County. 

Hal was born in 1953 in El Paso while his 
father served in the Army at Fort Bliss. After 
the military, his father’s job as a petroleum en-
gineer took him across Texas to wherever the 
next oil boom struck. The Richards family 
even lived in Venezuela for a period of time. 
Ultimately, the family settled in Garland, Texas 
where he was an active musician in the Gar-
land High School band and even played in a 

slightly lesser known garage band, The Mono-
tones. 

After graduating high school, Hal took his 
talents to Texas A&M where he served as the 
drum major in the Fighting Texas Aggie Band. 
He graduated in 1975 with a degree in political 
science, and later he earned his MBA. 

Hal met his wife Christi while at A&M and 
they married in 1976. They found their way to 
Terrell in 1981 where he opened a tractor dis-
tributorship and raised his family. The folks of 
Terrell are glad they did. In 2001, Hal sold the 
tractor dealership and took over his father’s 
manufacturing company, Catco, where he con-
tinues to oversee operations. 

Hal decided to give back to his adopted 
town and ran for city council, and served for 
one term before being elected Mayor of Terrell 
in 2007. As mayor, he has been instrumental 
in the growth of ‘‘Terrell America,’’ the adopted 
slogan. Hal has served his community in a 
number of other capacities including: Chair-
man of the Terrell Chamber of Commerce, As-
sistant Scout Master, member and past presi-
dent of the Rotary Club, and his church’s ves-
try. Not surprisingly, Hal was also recently 
named Citizen of the Year. And if he wasn’t 
busy enough, Hal finally realized a lifelong 
dream of becoming a pilot in 2003. 

Hal and Christi have three sons, Jason, 
Travis and Chad. Like their dad, they are all 
proud Texas A&M graduates as well. It is truly 
an honor to represent Hal Richards in the 
United States House of Representatives. On 
behalf of the Fifth District of Texas I would like 
to congratulate Hal for a job well done as 
Mayor, and thank him for his tireless commit-
ment to his family and community. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ‘‘FROG-
MEN’’ OF THE U.S. NAVAL COM-
BAT DEMOLITION UNITS IN 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I had the privi-
lege of meeting on March 30 with William 
‘‘Bill,’’ Dawson of Waldorf; Maryland, in the 
Fifth Congressional District. Bill is the last liv-
ing member of the first class of Naval Special 
Warfare Operators to train for duty with the 
U.S. Naval Combat Demolition Units that were 
the precursor to today’s Navy SEAL teams. 
He is ninety-one years old and a retired 
Washington, D.C. firefighter who remains 
deeply proud of his service to our nation and 
to his community. I was honored to receive 
from him a copy of his book Before They 
Were SEALS They Were Frogs, which re-
counts the story of the Naval Combat Demoli-
tion Units during the Second World War and 
his own service in the Pacific. 

First created in 1943 and led by Lt. Draper 
L. Kauffman, the first Naval Combat Demoli-
tion Units were tasked with the reconnais-
sance of amphibious landing sites and the 
demolition of enemy obstacles that would 
hinder the advance of invading Allied forces. 
After their specialized training at Fort Pierce in 
Florida, including the series of grueling tests 
that is now considered to have been the first- 
ever ‘‘Hell Week,’’ the first Navy ‘‘Frogmen’’ 
deployed to the European and Pacific theaters 
of operation in support of combat operations. 

Navy Frogmen were instrumental in clearing 
obstacles on Omaha Beach and Utah Beach 
during the Normandy invasion on D-Day in 
1944, and many were killed or wounded per-
forming their dangerous missions. In the Pa-
cific, Frogmen demonstrated similar gallantry 
during the operations to liberate the Phil-
ippines, Guam, Borneo, and many other 
places that had been occupied by Japanese 
forces and that were instrumental in the ad-
vance toward victory. Frogmen were training 
for cold-water operations in preparation for an 
anticipated invasion of the Japanese home is-
lands when the war ended. 

The Underwater Demolition Teams that suc-
ceeded the initial Naval Combat Demolition 
Units saw action in Korea and Vietnam, and it 
was in the early 1960’s that the Navy decided 
to transition them into the Navy SEAL teams 
we know today, in a reflection of their broad-
ening role beyond the water’s edge. Ameri-
cans are grateful for the extraordinary service 
and sacrifices of our Navy SEALs, among the 
most skilled, experienced, and courageous to 
serve in defense of our nation. I’m proud to 
represent many Navy personnel and veterans 
in Maryland’s Fifth District, which is home to 
Pax River Naval Air Station, the Naval Surface 
Warfare Center Indian Head Division, and 
Webster Field. I join in thanking Bill Dawson 
and all of those who were our nation’s first 
Navy Frogmen for their gallant service in de-
fense of freedom and for their crucial role in 
the history of U.S. Naval Special Operations. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, on May 13, 2016, 
I was unable to be present to cast my vote on 
roll call No. 190, Motion on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on the Rule (H. Res. 725). 
Had I been present for roll call No. 190, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

I was unable to be present to cast my vote 
on roll call No. 191, the rule providing for con-
sideration of the House Amendment S. 524— 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 
2016 (H. Res. 725). Had I been present for 
roll call No. 191, I would have voted ‘‘NAY.’’ 

I was unable to be present to cast my vote 
on roll call No. 192, on approving the Journal. 
Had I been present for roll call No. 192, I 
would have voted ‘‘AYE.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN PLUMBING FOR 
BEING RECOGNIZED AS A FINAL-
IST FOR THE 2016 SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE EMPLOYER SUPPORT 
FREEDOM AWARD 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Benjamin Franklin Plumbing, of 
Springfield, Missouri, for being recognized as 
a finalist for the 2016 Secretary of Defense 
Employer Support Freedom Award. 
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The Secretary of Defense Employer Support 

Freedom Award is the agency’s highest rec-
ognition given to employers who offer excep-
tional support to their workers who serve in 
the National Guard or Army Reserve. This 
award is an incredibly prestigious honor, as 
only 30 businesses were selected as finalists 
this year from more than 2,400 potential can-
didates. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a true privilege to rep-
resent the Southwest Missourians at Benjamin 
Franklin Plumbing, who have earned this nom-
ination for respecting our troops. I’m proud to 
be a part of this community, where businesses 
like this have taken it upon themselves to act 
as patriotic role-models and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in applauding their being 
named a finalist for this esteemed award. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF OCA’S SAC-
RAMENTO DRAGON BOAT FES-
TIVAL 21ST ANNIVERSARY GALA 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Organization of Chinese Ameri-
cans’ Sacramento chapter and the distin-
guished organizations that are being honored 
at the 21st annual Dragon Boat Festival and 
Gala. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring OCA Sacramento and these fine or-
ganizations. 

The OCA Sacramento chapter is an active 
advocate for all Asian Pacific Islander Ameri-
cans, dedicated to advancing the social, polit-
ical, and economic well-being of our Sac-
ramento community. An exemplary organiza-
tion, OCA Sacramento promotes civic partici-
pation and community involvement. OCA Sac-
ramento hosts a variety of annual events cele-
brating traditional Chinese holidays and fes-
tivals, such as the Dragon Boat Festival, 
which promote and foster an understanding of 
our city’s rich cultural heritage. OCA Sac-
ramento offers essay contests and scholar-
ships for youth, which promote education and 
leadership skills. OCA Sacramento’s deep in-
volvement and commitment to our community 
is commendable. 

In keeping with this year’s theme of ‘‘Light 
the Torch for the Next Generation,’’ receiving 
this year’s Community Partner Award at the 
Festival are Wells Fargo, the Sacramento Po-
lice Department, and the Sacramento Sheriff’s 
Department. These community organizations 
are dedicated to making the Sacramento re-
gion a safe and prosperous place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

Mr. Speaker, as the members of OCA Sac-
ramento gather at the Dragon Boat Festival to 
celebrate their 21st anniversary, I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in honoring them for 
their unwavering commitment to the Sac-
ramento region. 

IMPROVING TREATMENT FOR 
PREGNANT AND POSTPARTUM 
WOMEN ACT OF 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I appreciate my colleague’s com-
ments on this legislation, and I’m encouraged 
by the bipartisan support to advance not only 
my bill, but all of the important bills we are dis-
cussing today. 

I’d like to take a few minutes to discuss 
some of the stories of those who have faced 
addiction. Stories from people in my home 
state of New Mexico—who have faced the 
challenges of substance abuse and are 
healthier today and working to improve their 
communities. 

As we come here and discuss the impor-
tance of various programs and we debate the 
need for greater investments—which I think 
we need to address this crisis—let us not lose 
sight of the people whose lives are at the cen-
ter of this. 

Mr. Speaker, sons and daughters, husbands 
and wives, friends and neighbors—everyone is 
impacted by this drug crisis. 

I’d like to share Kayla Trujillo’s story. Kayla 
has been in recovery since November of 2014 
and is using her experiences to help others 
struggling with drug addiction. She is working 
to become a Certified Peer Support Worker. 

But at the age of 14, Kayla was struggling. 
‘‘As a young teen I had no sense of self- 

worth, no ability to cope with life, and sought 
things outside myself to help fill the empty 
void I felt inside,’’ she wrote to me. 

She was also a straight A, honor roll stu-
dent, because she knew good grades were a 
ticket to a better life. But one day, she went 
to her mom’s medicine cabinet and found a 
green bottle labeled Percocet for pain and 
took three pills. 

She writes: ‘‘That day I started my thirteen 
year love/hate affair with opiates that would 
forever change my life. Once I was physically 
dependent on opiates I took whatever means 
necessary to obtain my pills. 

‘‘I resorted to faking injuries, stealing my 
friends’ and family members’ pain pills, buying 
pills off the street, and eventually trading sex 
for pills just to support my daily pain pill habit 
. . . One day I ran out of pills, was very ill, 
and there were no pills to be sold so I picked 
up heroin to stay well. Once introduced to her-
oin I knew I had to change my way of life be-
fore it was too late.’’ 

Kayla checked herself into a rehab facility 
and got help. But there are too many people 
who don’t have access to the treatment they 
need. 

I’d also like to share the story of Joshua 
Trujillo. Joshua is a Certified Peer Support 
Worker at Inside Out Recovery in Espanola, 
New Mexico. He entered recovery after spend-
ing 11 years on the streets using drugs and 
alcohol. He wrote to me to share his story, 
and I’d like to read from that letter: 

‘‘I was in and out of jail for various drug re-
lated crimes. I would steal and lie to everyone 
that came in contact with me just to support 
my addiction. I attempted to abstain from 
drugs many times through my own means and 

would never succeed. In addition, I had been 
through drug court programs and licensed 
therapists and could never stay clean. I found 
it difficult to relate to anyone that had not ex-
perienced addiction firsthand. 

‘‘In August of 2011 I entered the doors of In-
side Out Recovery where I met a Certified 
Peer Support Worker. Through the CPSW’s 
own experience with addiction I came to be-
lieve that I could live my life without drugs. I 
had finally found someone I could relate to 
and learn from. Our talks were invaluable in 
my early recovery because I knew that if the 
CPSW could stay clean that I could too. The 
seed of recovery had been planted with that 
CPSW’s experience and I immediately knew I 
wanted to dedicate the rest of my life toward 
staying clean and helping the addict that still 
suffers.’’ 

Joshua and Kayla’s stories of addiction are 
all too common, and their stories of recovery 
are ones that we must ensure become more 
common as well. 

We are taking important action on the floor 
today, but let’s make sure that we are pro-
viding the resources necessary to address this 
crisis. 

f 

BARBARA SHORTER 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the accomplishments of a true 
champion of progress during Black History 
Month and all year long, Barbara Shorter. Her 
invaluable contributions to the Tampa Bay 
community is an inspiration to us all. Today, I 
am grateful to recognize her selfless dedica-
tion and honor her valuable service to our 
community. 

Ms. Shorter grew up in St. Petersburg, grad-
uating from Gibbs High School. She matricu-
lated from Florida A&M University where she 
then began her illustrious career as an Admin-
istrative Assistant to the Dean of the School of 
Agriculture and Home Economics. She dedi-
cated the next decade to teaching before con-
tinuing her own education at Florida A&M 
when she received her Master’s in Guidance 
and Counseling. Soon after graduation she ac-
cepted a position as the Assistant Principal at 
Northeast High School, becoming the third Af-
rican American teacher ever assigned to an 
all-white high school in Pinellas County. Re-
turning to her own Gibbs High School as Prin-
cipal, she became the first female African 
American High School Principal in Pinellas 
County in 100 years. Most recently, she was 
an Adjunct Instructor at the University of South 
Florida. 

Ms. Shorter is a longtime leader in the Afri-
can-American community. She was recog-
nized as Tampa Bay’s Black Most Influential in 
1983 as well as Pinellas County’s Educator of 
the Year for two straight years. Her local suc-
cesses were recognized on the national level 
upon an invitation from Secretary of State 
Colin Powell to President Clinton’s Summit on 
Education Issues from 1997–2000. 

Ms. Shorter service was not limited only to 
her work in the educational field. Throughout 
her life, she displayed a passion for civic en-
gagement. She inspired the next generation of 
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leaders in the African-American community by 
being actively involved in more than a dozen 
associations. Her most distinct honor was 
being the President of the Pinellas County 
High School Principals Association and the mi-
nority member for the Florida Association of 
School Administrators. She currently is a 
member of the Florida A&M University Alumni 
Association and has been an active member 
of the Galilee Missionary Baptist Church, hav-
ing had longest active membership at 70 plus 
years. 

Ms. Shorter was an unabashed environ-
mentalist. Her heroic commitment to 
environmentalism made an unforgettable mark 
on the Tampa Bay community. Tampa Bay is 
a better and more beautiful place to live 
thanks to her efforts. 

Ms. Shorter has selflessly dedicated her life 
to our community and the children of Tampa 
Bay. Countless students and young profes-
sionals have benefited from her immeasurable 
efforts and unabashed enthusiasm. Her com-
mitment will always be remembered and ap-
preciated. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful 
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to recog-
nize Barbara Shorter for her lifelong exem-
plary service to the State of Florida. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF VETERANS SERVICE OFFI-
CER, MIKE LAMBARIA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the retirement of Veterans Service 
Officer, Mike Lambaria of Atascosa County, 
Texas. He has proudly served the people of 
Atascosa County for nearly 10 years. 

Mike Lambaria was born on October 4th, 
1944 to Mike Lambaria Sr. and Ruth 
Lambaria. After graduating from Pleasanton 
High School, he attended the University of 
Kansas and graduated with a degree in Busi-
ness Administration and a minor in History. 
After college, Mr. Lambaria joined the U.S. 
Army and courageously served his country in 
Vietnam. He received multiple awards for his 
service, including: Army Good Conduct Medal, 
Army of Occupation Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Over-
seas Service Ribbon, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, Com-
bat Infantryman Badge, and Expert Infantry-
man Badge. 

Following his retirement from the Military in 
1985, Mike worked as a military liaison with 
McDonnell Douglas until 1988. In 1989, he 
worked in Saudi Arabia as an advisor for lo-
gistics and combat. He returned home in 
1992, becoming a teacher and coach at 
Poteet High School until 2006. After his tenure 
with Poteet High School, Mike began his ca-
reer as a Veterans Service Officer for the 
Atascosa County Veterans Services Office. 
Mike was known to go above and beyond in 
his duties. He would drive veterans to their ap-
pointments, then come back, see veterans in 
the office, and help them submit claims. He 
also assisted homeless veterans in finding 
places to stay and worked with local churches 
and organizations to get homeless veterans 
food and clothing. Mike has even provided 

monetary assistance to homeless veterans 
with funds out of his own pocket. 

Beyond his dedication to his work, Mike is 
an active member of the community, serving 
on the Atascosa County Historical Commis-
sion, Atascosa County Crime Stoppers Board, 
Atascosa County Healthcare Center Board, 
and the Chairman for the Emergency Food 
and Shelter Program. In addition to his exem-
plary career as a public servant, Mike 
Lambaria is a committed husband to Anita 
Lambaria. Together they have three sons: 
Scott Michael, Craig Anthony and John, as 
well as eight grandchildren. According to Mr. 
Lambaria, he could not have accomplished the 
past 25 years of success without the support 
and love of his wife. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Mike Lambaria, a deco-
rated war hero, a devoted Veterans Service 
Officer to Atascosa County, and a loving fam-
ily man. 

f 

HONORING SENIOR CORPS WEEK 
AND THE SERVICE OF OLDER 
AMERICANS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of national Senior Corps Week. 

Older Americans bring a lifetime of skills 
and experience as parents, workers, and citi-
zens that can be tapped to meet challenges in 
our communities. 

For more than four decades Senior Corps, 
and its three programs—RSVP, Senior Com-
panions, and Foster Grandparents—have 
proven to be a highly effective way to engage 
Americans age 55 and over in meeting na-
tional and community needs. 

Each year Senior Corps provides opportuni-
ties for nearly 330,000 older Americans across 
the nation, including approximately 435 in 
Southern Arizona, to serve their communities. 
Foster Grandparents serve one-on-one as tu-
tors and mentors to young Arizonans who 
have special needs. Senior Companions help 
homebound Arizona seniors and other adults 
maintain independence in their own homes. 
RSVP volunteers conduct safety patrols for 
local police departments, protect the environ-
ment, tutor and mentor youth, respond to nat-
ural disasters, and provide other services 
through more than 130 groups across Arizona. 

Senior Corps volunteers last year provided 
more than 96.2 million hours of service, help-
ing to improve the lives of our most vulnerable 
citizens, strengthen our educational system, 
protect our environment, provide independent 
living services, and contribute to our public 
safety. 

Senior Corps volunteers build a capacity of 
organizations and communities by serving 
through more than 65,000 nonprofit, commu-
nity, educational, and faith-based community 
groups nationwide. 

At a time of mounting social needs and 
growing interest in service by older Americans, 
there is an unprecedented opportunity to har-
ness the talents of 55-plus volunteers to ad-
dress community challenges. 

Service by older Americans helps volunteers 
by keeping them active, healthy, and engaged, 

helps our communities by solving local prob-
lems, and helps our nation by saving taxpayer 
dollars, reducing healthcare costs, and 
strengthening our democracy. 

The sixth annual Senior Corps Week, taking 
place May 16–20, 2016, is a time to thank 
Senior Corps volunteers for their service and 
recognize their positive impact and value to 
our communities and nation. 

f 

HONORING HENRY CHAPMAN MER-
CER AND THE MERCER MUSEUM 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the accomplishments of Henry 
Chapman Mercer and the importance of the 
Mercer Museum. 

Bucks County’s agricultural history is pre-
served in the 100-year-old Mercer Museum, 
thanks to the foresight of Henry Chapman 
Mercer. The noted historian, scholar and ar-
chaeologist collected and preserved outmoded 
materials of daily life believing they would be 
lost forever in the rush of the Industrial Revo-
lution. Mr. Mercer gathered and displayed 
more than 30,000 hand tools and even boats 
and horse-drawn carriages at the museum he 
would design and build in Doylestown, Bucks 
County. More than 50 Early American trades 
are represented, including blacksmithing, 
shoemaking, farming, printing, cider making 
and needlework crafts, some items hanging 
from the ceiling. All are organized and housed 
in an imposing museum built over a three-year 
period entirely of concrete. Through the dec-
ades, this National Historic Landmark has ad-
vanced in the management of its collections 
and also in meeting contemporary museum 
standards. Today, the museum and its new 
wing offer dozens of programs for all ages. 
For a century, the Mercer Museum stands out 
as a place where Bucks County’s past is hon-
ored along with the memory of an extraor-
dinary man—Henry Chapman Mercer. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MACY MORGAN, 
ON BEING NAMED THE 2016 RE-
GION 4 GOLD ALL-AROUND 
CHAMPION AND WINNING HER 
AGE DIVISION AT THE XCEL MIS-
SOURI STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Ozark, Missouri, gymnast Macy Mor-
gan, on recently winning her age division at 
the XCEL Missouri State Championships and 
being named the 2016 Region 4 Gold All- 
around Champion in the face of great life ob-
stacles. 

Macy is an 11-year-old girl who has already 
conquered more adversity in her life than most 
people will ever face. Diagnosed at only 8 
months old with a form of kidney cancer, Macy 
had to fight for her life in a situation that most 
families couldn’t imagine. Despite this adver-
sity, Macy fought her cancer into remission 
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with an indomitably cheerful outlook. Further-
more, Macy has volunteered and given back 
to patients at St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, 
the same health providers that cared for her 
illness. 

Macy is now one of the best young gym-
nasts in the state of Missouri. Her athletic 
abilities are known state wide, and she has 
won numerous medals for her skill. She is re-
garded as a natural gymnast, and her coaches 
speculate that she one day may represent the 
United States in the Olympic Games. 

Mr. Speaker, Macy Morgan is truly a re-
markable young woman and her success in 
overcoming adversity is impressive on its own 
merits. But her working to become an elite 
gymnast is all the more praiseworthy and in-
spiring to other young people in Missouri’s 
Seventh Congressional District. I would ask 
that my colleagues join me in expressing both 
our congratulations and deep admiration for 
Macy and her achievements. 

f 

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE JUDGMENT OF 
PARIS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the 40th anniversary of 
the Judgment of Paris wine tasting competi-
tion, an event that brought global esteem to 
the California wine community. 

On May 24, 1976, a who’s-who of French 
wine and food influencers gathered for a blind 
tasting of Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Chardonnay wines at the Paris InterConti-
nental Hotel organized by wine merchant Ste-
ven Spurrier. 

Mr. Spurrier selected the finest California 
vintages at the time. He included Cabernet 
Sauvignon from Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars, 
Ridge Vineyards Monte Bello, Heitz Wine Cel-
lars, Clos du Val Winery, Mayacamas Vine-
yards, and Freemark Abbey Winery. 

In the white wine category, Mr. Spurrier 
chose Chardonnay from Chateau Montelena 
Winery, Chalone Vineyard, Spring Mountain 
Vineyard, Freemark Abbey Winery, 
Veedercrest Vineyards, and David Bruce Win-
ery. 

When the experts’ scores were tallied, two 
wines from California’s Napa Valley—the 1973 
Chateau Montelena Winery Chardonnay by 
winemaker Miljenko ‘‘Mike’’ Grgich and the 
Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars 1973 Cabernet 
Sauvignon made by Warren Winiarski—came 
out on top, forever changing the way the world 
views American wine. 

George Taber documented this consequen-
tial decision in a TIME magazine article, ‘‘Mod-
ern Living: Judgment of Paris.’’ The resulting 
coverage of the Judgment of Paris created an 
immediate and positive impact on the world of 
wine, and inspired among experts, consumers, 
and the trade a new appreciation for California 
wines. 

The Napa Valley is now recognized inter-
nationally as the vanguard of the American 
wine business. The California wine community 
now adds $61.5 billion to the state’s economy 
and $121.8 billion to the United States econ-
omy. The wine community supports 330,000 

jobs in the state and brings more than 21 mil-
lion visitors to California wine regions annu-
ally. Wine is now produced in all fifty of the 
United States, and enjoyed at ever increasing 
levels by consumers throughout the country. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we 
recognize and honor the historical significance 
of the 40th anniversary of this event, as well 
as the impact of the California victory on the 
world of wine and the United States wine in-
dustry as a whole. 

To recognize the 40th anniversary of the 
Judgment of Paris, Rep. DUNCAN HUNTER and 
I, House Leadership from both sides of the 
aisle, and the entire California delegation will 
submit the following language as a resolution: 

Whereas forty years ago in Paris, a number 
of leading French wine experts were invited by 
Wine Merchant Stephen Spurrier to blind taste 
some of the greatest wines of France and 
California; 

Whereas those prestigious experts chose 
the 1973 Chateau Montelena Winery Napa 
Valley Chardonnay by winemaker Miljenko 
‘‘Mike’’ Grgich as the finest white wine in the 
tasting; 

Whereas those same experts chose the 
1973 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars S.L.V. Napa 
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon made by Warren 
Winiarski as the finest red wine in the tasting; 

Whereas the resulting story by journalist 
George Taber found widespread distribution 
throughout the press, notably in TIME maga-
zine, as ‘‘The Shot Heard Round the World’’; 

Whereas this attention created an imme-
diate, positive impact on the world of wine, 
and created among experts, consumers and 
the trade a new and enthusiastic appreciation 
for California wines; 

Whereas wine is now produced in all fifty of 
the United States, and enjoyed at ever in-
creasing levels by consumers throughout the 
country; 

Whereas the Smithsonian Institution’s Na-
tional Museum of American History exhibits 
the winning bottles in its permanent collections 
(the 1973 Chateau Montelena Winery 
Chardonnay and the 1973 Stag’s Leap Wine 
Cellars S.L.V. Cabernet Sauvignon), and has 
included those bottles in their selection of re-
markable objects in the book The 
Smithsonian’s History of America in 101 Ob-
jects by Richard Kurin; 

Whereas the Napa Valley is now recognized 
internationally as a vanguard of the United 
States wine business and contributes more 
than $162 billion to the nation’s economy. 

Resolved, That the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives recognizes and honors the histor-
ical significance of the 40th Anniversary of the 
Judgment of Paris, and the impact of the Cali-
fornia victory at the 1976 Paris Tasting on the 
world of wine and the American wine industry 
as a whole. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, due to a conflict, 
I unavoidably missed the following votes on 
May 13, 2016. 

Had I been present I would have voted as 
follows: 

On roll call No. 190, I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ (May 13) (On Ordering the Previous 
Question for Providing for consideration of the 
bill (S. 524) the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act of 2016). 

On roll call No. 191, I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ (May 13) (On Agreeing to the Resolu-
tion for Providing for consideration of the bill 
(S. 524) the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act of 2016). 

On roll call No. 192, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ (May 13) (On Approving the Journal). 

On roll call No. 193, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ (May 13) (On Passage of S. 524, the 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act of 
2016). 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE JE-
ROME E. GAFF, U.S. ARMY, VIET-
NAM 1969–1970 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Jerome Edward Gaff, May 30, 1946, 
in recognition of his outstanding service to the 
United States Army. 

Jerry is the son of John M. and Dorothy A. 
Gaff who raised Jerry in Chelsea, MA. Jerry 
grew up alongside his brothers Harold, Jack, 
Tom, and sister, Loretta. Jerry and his family 
relocated to Everett MA, where he made his 
residence from 1950–1969. He graduated 
from Everett High School in 1964, and soon 
after, began working at General Edwards Inn 
Restaurant in the Point of Pines Section of 
Revere with his brothers and sisters. He was 
drafted into the U.S. Army on April 19, 1969, 
where he served his tour of duty in Vietnam 
from September 1969 to November 1970. 

While serving in the Army, he served with 
the 1st Infantry Division (Big Red One) Sept. 
1969 to Mar. 1970 and the 11th Armored Cav-
alry Regiment (Black Horse) Mar. 1970 to 
Nov. 1970. He was stationed at the U.S. Army 
base located in Lai Khe, northwest of Saigon. 
During his time in the Army he was active in 
the major battle of the Cambodian Incursion 
from May to June, 1970. He received several 
medals for his Army service including: Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, Army Com-
mendation Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Bronze Star Medal and the Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. Although Jerry is a decorated veteran 
of the Vietnam Conflict he seldom spoke of his 
distinguished military career, and upon return-
ing stateside focused his attention to raising 
his family, but never forgot those who served 
with him, and stills serves as an advocate for 
all veterans today. 

When he returned from the war, he contin-
ued to work at the General Edwards Inn. He 
attended college before and after the war, 
studying education and Spanish. In 1972, he 
was married and had four daughters, Nancy 
42, Shannon 41, Lauren 39 and Marybeth 38. 
Jerry and his family moved to Sandown, NH in 
the summer of 1978, just prior to the opening 
of his restaurant The Village Square Inn, lo-
cated in Hampstead, NH. Jerry was owner/ 
chef at the restaurant through the early 90’s. 
He continued to be a well-respected chef in 
the southern New Hampshire area until his re-
cent retirement. In his retirement, Jerry enjoys 
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his summers at the lake and spending time 
with his friends and family, including his 
girlfriend Gail and his nine grandchildren. Jerry 
is an avid sports fan, who excelled in hockey 
as a young man, is an outstanding horseshoe 
player, excellent cribbage player, and fisher-
man. Jerry has positively influenced everyone 
in his lifetime and is the definition of what it 
means to be a Father, Grandfather, and 
Friend. 

Mr. Speaker, Jerry is a true gentleman and 
is known for being funny, kind and caring. He 
continues to support his fellow veterans by 
meeting with others at his local Veterans hos-
pitals/clinics. His dedication to those he served 
with is only exceeded by his dedication to his 
family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate Jerry on 
the occasion of his 70th birthday. I find it only 
fitting that we honor Jerry’s lifetime of accom-
plishments as a testament of his excellent mili-
tary service, outstanding character, his posi-
tive influence on all those who have met him, 
and his commitment to his family and commu-
nity. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE EXPAND-
ING DHS OVERSEAS PASSENGER 
SECURITY SCREENING AND VET-
TING OPERATIONS ACT 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, over the past several years, terrorists have 
exploited legitimate channels of travel to the 
United States from countries around the globe 
with the intention of conducting attacks. To 
prevent terrorist travel, the Department of 
Homeland Security has ‘‘pushed out our bor-
ders’’ by expanding its presence and partner-
ships around the world to ensure vetting of 
passengers well in advance of their arrival in 
the United States. 

Today, I am introducing the ‘‘Expanding 
DHS Overseas Passenger Security Screening 
and Vetting Operations Act’’ to enhance DHS’ 
overseas operations that vet and screen for-
eign travelers to the United States by, among 
other things: 

Requiring DHS to use a strategic, risk- 
based, and coordinated approach to expand 
overseas operations; 

Increasing U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection’s (CBP) capacity to screen additional 
passengers and facilitate travel by authorizing 
an additional 2,000 CBP Officers and 600 Ag-
riculture Specialists to address existing do-
mestic staffing shortages, particularly at U.S. 
international airports, while expanding over-
seas operations; and 

Expanding U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s (ICE) visa vetting operations by 
directing ICE to stand up an additional 50 Visa 
Security Units at overseas visa-issuing posts 
abroad and authorizing the PATRIOT auto-
mated visa vetting program at 50 additional 
high-risk locations. 

My legislation, which I am introducing with 
Representatives LORETTA SANCHEZ (CA), SHEI-
LA JACKSON LEE (TX), WILLIAM R. KEATING 
(MA), DONALD M. PAYNE, Jr. (NJ), BONNIE 
WATSON COLEMAN (NJ), and YVETTE D. 
CLARKE (NY), would bolster the effectiveness 

of recent VWP reforms and strengthen DHS’ 
capacity to prevent terrorists and other dan-
gerous people from entering the U.S. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CITY OF 
BOWIE 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to mark an 
important milestone in the history of the Fifth 
District and the State of Maryland. This year, 
the City of Bowie celebrates the centennial of 
its incorporation, which took place on April 18, 
1916. In the intervening century, Bowie has 
grown and flourished, becoming the fifth-larg-
est city in Maryland and a vibrant and diverse 
community. 

Bowie has its roots in a small village called 
Huntington City that developed in 1870 along-
side a railroad depot named for Maryland 
Governor Oden Bowie, a local resident who 
had been instrumental in bringing the railroad 
to the area. Within twelve years, the village 
had grown into a small town of several streets 
lined with shops and houses, which was re-
named Bowie after the rail station. When the 
Town of Bowie was first incorporated in 1916, 
its first commissioners were R.P. Watts, Wil-
liam Luers, and Thomas P. Littlepage, who 
held their town meetings in the Knights of St. 
John Hall, which still stands today. 

In the 1950’s, Bowie began to spread south 
of the original railroad settlement to include 
new suburban developments. These included 
Belair at Bowie, whose annexation by the 
Town of Bowie marked the beginning of to-
day’s City of Bowie. Today, the city operates 
under the same charter as it adopted in 1916 
and is home to approximately 56,000 Mary-
landers. While still retaining the feel of a small 
town, Bowie has grown to include a number of 
new suburban developments that have 
brought diversity and economic opportunity 
that are benefitting the residents of Bowie and 
the surrounding area. 

I’m honored to represent the City of Bowie 
and its residents in Congress. Bowie con-
tinues to follow an upward trajectory of growth 
and development, and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the Mayor and city officials 
to ensure that Bowie has all the resources it 
requires to succeed. I hope my colleagues will 
join me in marking this important milestone for 
Bowie and wishing it much success as it en-
ters its second century of incorporation. 

f 

HONORING JERRY CLARK 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring the life of Jerry Clark, who passed 
away in February. Jerry was a standout civic 
leader who was devoted to the people of the 
District and its causes. Jerry Clark was also a 
particularly avid leader of our D.C. statehood 
movement and a leader in the lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender (LGBT) community. 

Because the District has been fighting for 
equal citizenship rights for its entire two cen-
turies of existence, Jerry’s consistently de-
voted leadership stands out through ups and 
downs, whether on the nuts and bolts or the 
big issues, without fanfare. Jerry, who was 
born in Indiana, was there for D.C. without fail, 
carrying the banner of freedom for his adopted 
city. 

Jerry brought similar vigor to other causes 
and endeavors. A graduate of Princeton Uni-
versity and the University of Chicago Law 
School, Jerry completed his doctoral studies 
and then spent his career dedicated to work-
ers as executive director of the United Mine 
Workers Health and Retirement Funds. 

At the same time, Jerry threw himself into 
work for LGBT rights. That work earned Jerry 
the Distinguished Service Award for exemplary 
and dedicated work for the LGBT community 
in the District of Columbia from the D.C. Gay 
and Lesbian Activists Alliance. His work was 
so widespread in the District that former D.C. 
Mayor Vincent Gray appointed Clark to the 
Mayor’s committee on the 50th anniversary of 
the 1963 March on Washington. Our city has 
lost a true crusader who never stopped stand-
ing up for equality for the disenfranchised. 

Among the many organizations that have 
benefited from Jerry’s service are the Gertrude 
Stein Democratic Club, the National LGBTQ 
Task Force, the DC for Democracy, DC State-
hood Coalition, Bread for the Soul, Ward 1 
Democrats, the Coalition to Stop Gun Vio-
lence, the Law and Society Association, the 
Whitman-Walker HealthSpring Gala, and the 
Democratic National Committee Gay and Les-
bian Leadership Council. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to join me in 
honoring the full and productive life of Jerry 
Clark and for his dedicated work with District 
of Columbia residents, for D.C. Statehood, for 
the LGBT community, and for workers. 

f 

HONORING EVALYNN DIAMOND 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor my 
dear friend, Evalynn (‘‘Evy’’) Diamond. Evy 
represented the best of our great State of New 
Mexico: she was a loving wife and mother, a 
loyal friend to so many, a brilliant, hard-work-
ing and talented teacher, and a dedicated ac-
tivist in our community. 

Evy and her husband of 40 years, Jeff, met 
in 1975 when they were both teaching at Tem-
ple Beth Shalom in Santa Ana, California. 
They shared a love for the state of Israel and 
became active in the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL). She and Jeff fund ADL’s A World of 
Difference program in Haifa which fosters tol-
erance between Jewish, Christian, and Muslim 
children. Evy made frequent trips to Israel to 
meet with Israeli leaders, journalists, and other 
activists, whether Jewish or Muslim, to uphold 
the values of the ADL. She was a committed 
activist who dedicated much of her life to pro-
moting peace and cooperation. 

In addition to her work with the ADL, Evy 
worked tirelessly with Jeff to promote and fund 
cancer research. After their son Shannon died 
from melanoma on August 31, 2009, they es-
tablished a fund in his memory at the Univer-
sity of New Mexico Cancer Center Foundation. 
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The fund seeks to educate the public about 
early diagnosis, preventions and treatment of 
melanoma in medically underserved commu-
nities in New Mexico. Whether working with 
the ADL or funding cancer research, Evy has 
consistently demonstrated her compassion 
and devotion to fighting for important causes. 

However, Evy’s greatest love, after Jeff and 
her sons, was her career as a teacher. She 
was an outstanding educator who instilled a 
love of learning, hard work, and excellence in 
all her students. Those students have gone on 
to become leaders in law enforcement, health 
care, and many other professions throughout 
our community. Indeed, we need more teach-
ers like Evy who devote themselves to their 
students with passion and find innovative 
ways to teach and support her students. 

On April 18, 2016, at the age of 84, Evy 
passed away in her home in Carlsbad with 
Jeff and her son, Max Shaw, at her side. In 
addition to her husband Jeff and her son Max, 
she is survived by Shannon’s wife, Christine, 
and their two children, Jacob and Marlena 
Shaw Davis. Evy was a true friend whom we 
will all miss dearly. I cherish our friendship 
and all of the wonderful contributions she has 
made to our state. Her memory and legacy is 
a blessing to us all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GUAM DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION SCHOOL NURSES 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commend and congratulate nurses and 
school nurse support staff of the Guam De-
partment of Education (GDOE) in honor of the 
2016 National School Nurses Day. There are 
currently 44 Registered Nurses and 3 Li-
censed Practical Nurses serving the students 
of the Guam Department of Education. These 
nurses take on the daunting task of caring for 
the Guam Department of Education’s more 
than 30,000 students and nearly 4,000 em-
ployees of the Guam Department of Edu-
cation. These school nurses work day in and 
day out to remove the barriers to learning and 
ensure the health of our island’s children. 

Guam Department of Education nurses join 
the National Association of School Nurses in 
celebrating the theme of this year’s School 
Nurses Day: Better Health; Better Learning. 
They also join the American Nurses Associa-
tion in celebrating the 2016 Nurses Week: 
Culture of Safety; It Starts With You! GDOE 
nurses have chosen to celebrate National 
School Nurses Day by teaching students how 
to conduct hands only CPR. 

Every year the GDOE nurses serve a critical 
role in providing a safe and healthy learning 
environment for students throughout Guam’s 
public elementary, middle, and high schools. 
GDOE nurses provide frontline, critical care for 
the most fragile children in our community and 
are members of health teams that support 
both educational and response initiatives dedi-
cated to improving public health. Additionally, 
school nurses are liaisons to the school ad-
ministrators, parents and healthcare providers 
when it comes to attending to the physical 
health of our island’s students. 

Every school year is different and chal-
lenging for the GDOE nurses. In April, the 

school nurses received a call from the Depart-
ment of Public Health and Social Services 
asking them to administer 5,000 doses of TB 
skin test solution to GDOE students and staff 
who need updates. The school nurses em-
braced the challenge and were able to host 
TB clinics in almost every GDOE school for 
students and staff. Despite these challenges, 
our island’s school nurses have responded to 
these needs with professionalism and passion 
for the school communities they serve. 

I commend and congratulate nurses and 
school nurse support staff of the Guam De-
partment of Education (GDOE) as they cele-
brate the 2016 National School Nurses Day 
and on a successful school year. I join the 
people of Guam in expressing our apprecia-
tion for their contributions to Guam’s school 
communities. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
May 10 and 11, 2016 I was absent. Vice 
President BIDEN gave an important address 
about U.S. foreign policy in the Western Hemi-
sphere in my District and I was part of the pro-
gram. Had I been present on Tuesday May 
10, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4957 
and H.R. 5052. Had I been present on 
Wednesday May 11, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
on the Previous Questions on H. Res. 720, 
‘‘no’’ on Agreeing to H. Res. 720, ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 4843, and lastly, had I been present I 
would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4641—the 
same way I voted in Committee when we 
were considering the bill in the Energy and 
Commerce Health Subcommittee Markup on 
April 20, 2016 and in the full Energy and Com-
merce Committee Markup on April 27, 2016. 

f 

HEROIN EPIDEMIC IN SOUTH 
JERSEY 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to address the growing addiction crisis and the 
challenge it presents for families and commu-
nities in South Jersey. 

We need to take action now, and it is with 
resolve, that I stand with the Bipartisan Task 
Force to Combat the Heroin Epidemic, and 
local leaders like Ocean County Prosecutor 
Joseph D. Coronato and Ocean County Sheriff 
Michael G. Mastronardy. New Jersey’s heroin 
overdose death rate is triple the soaring U.S. 
rate and our local officials have made com-
bating the addiction epidemic a top priority. 
They have sought partnerships between law 
enforcement, hospitals and educators, and 
created a Drug Task Force to coordinate ef-
forts with local police forces. The steps Con-
gress is taking are strong and necessary, and 
I am proud to lead that effort by supporting bi-
partisan bills to address this growing crisis. 

Ocean County admits more people for her-
oin addiction treatment than any county in 

New Jersey. I wish we didn’t have such high 
numbers of people needing help—but as long 
as they need assistance, we must make sure 
they get it, so they can improve their lives and 
provide hope to those struggling with this dis-
ease. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District are tremendously 
grateful for the hard work done by Prosecutor 
Coronato, Sheriff Mastronardy and others like 
them. All of us know someone whose life has 
been affected by drug addiction—we need to 
fight this epidemic now. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP 
OF CAROL ANN MOONEY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I want to recognize the 
significant leadership of a selfless educator 
and inspirational woman, Carol Ann Mooney. 
After a storied career in Catholic education in 
South Bend, Indiana, Mrs. Mooney will be re-
tiring from her position as president of St. 
Mary’s College after holding that title for 
twelve years. 

Mrs. Mooney’s love for St. Mary’s is tried 
and true, seeing as she is the first lay alumna 
President of the university. She attended St. 
Mary’s from 1968–1972, then made the short 
physical but grand intellectual journey to the 
University of Notre Dame Law School, where 
she graduated first in her class. After a stint in 
law firms here in Washington D.C., she re-
turned to South Bend to join the University of 
Notre Dame Law School’s faculty, in her jour-
ney holding the titles of assistant dean, asso-
ciate dean, university vice president, and as-
sociate provost. In 2004, she was delighted to 
return to the alma mater that she and I share 
to become its first alumna president. 

Mrs. Mooney’s tenure at St. Mary’s is de-
fined by her deep love for the school. Under 
her leadership, the school saw unprecedented 
growth with a record-breaking fundraising 
campaign, underwent a lengthy accreditation 
process with the Higher Learning Commission, 
rapidly expanded diversity on the campus, and 
launched three graduate programs. 

More than anything, Mrs. Mooney will be re-
membered as a mentor, who was available to 
talk to students always. The young women of 
St. Mary’s College will certainly miss Mrs. 
Mooney, but not as much as she will miss 
seeing them as she has for the better portion 
of her life. During retirement, Mrs. Mooney 
and her husband will stay in South Bend, but 
plan to visit their four children and grandchild 
as much as possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the self-
less dedication this woman has given to edu-
cating young people and shaping the future 
generation of leaders and thinkers. For this 
she deserves our undue respect, admiration, 
and praise—though her humility will likely not 
allow her to accept it. 
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IN HONOR OF THE LAW ENFORCE-

MENT OFFICERS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA’S 8TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the brave men and 
women who faithfully serve in North Carolina’s 
8th District as law enforcement officers. 

In 1962, Congress established National Po-
lice Week to pay our respects to officers who 
died in the line of duty, as well as those who 
continue to serve. This is a week for all of us 
to join together and show support for these 
heroes in blue. 

It is because of their tireless—and some-
times unnoticed—work that we remain safe in 
our homes. Their commitment to our commu-
nity deserves our gratitude and appreciation, 
and their service is an example to all of us. 

As Representative of North Carolina’s eighth 
district, I’m committed to making sure our law 
enforcement officers have the tools needed to 
do their jobs. Just last week, the House 
passed five bills supporting our law enforce-
ment community, including legislation to pro-
tect our police forces’ access to bulletproof 
vests and enable them to carry their firearms 
when off-duty. 

Mr. Speaker, these brave men and women 
continue to serve our communities year after 
year, and it’s important to offer them our sin-
cere gratitude. I ask my fellow Americans, to 
join me in reflecting on the sacrifice of our fall-
en officers, honoring those who are currently 
serving, and saying a big thank you to these 
heroes and their families. 

f 

THE AGENT ORANGE 
RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2016 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in effort to heal the post-conflict, human cost 
of war by caring for the children of our Viet-
nam veterans living with Spina Bifida resulting 
from Agent Orange exposure. 

Spina Bifida, which literally means ‘‘split 
spine,’’ is a condition in which a baby’s spinal 
column fails to close properly during preg-
nancy. Typically, an adult with Spina Bifida 
may suffer from nerve damage, paralysis, and 
difficulty completing ordinary, day-to-day tasks, 
and generally, surgery must be performed 
within 24 hours of the child’s birth to minimize 
the risk of further damage due to infection, 
and to preserve any remaining function in the 
spinal cord. In many cases, those suffering 
from Spina Bifida require costly surgeries and 
extensive medical care because of potential 
paralysis resulting from damage to the spinal 
cord. Thankfully, due to medical advances, 
most children born with Spina Bifida live well 
into their adulthood. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs pre-
sumes a link between Vietnam-era veterans 
exposed to herbicides such as Agent Orange, 
and the incidences of Spina Bifida in their bio-
logical children. 

The Agent Orange Benefits Act (Public Law 
104–204), which became law in 1996, estab-
lished a benefits package for the children of 
Vietnam veterans as a result of exposure of 
one or both biological parents to herbicide dur-
ing active duty in the Vietnam war. These ben-
efits include lifetime health care services for 
Spina Bifida and any disability associated with 
Spina Bifida, a monthly monetary allowance, 
and VA vocational training and rehabilitation 
service. The Act authorized the VA to provide 
such benefits effective October 1, 1997, but 
not earlier than the date of the VA’s receipt of 
an individual’s claim for benefits. Regrettably 
however, this legislation did not tackle the al-
ready incurred medical costs directly cor-
related to Spina Bifida. 

According to the VA, there are approxi-
mately 1,200 affected children of Vietnam-era 
veterans receiving compensation since enact-
ment of the Agent Orange Benefits Act. While 
these children became eligible for benefits in 
1997, these veterans and their families have 
been left with the cost of years of medical 
care necessary to treat a child’s condition 
since birth that was directly attributable to the 
veteran’s wartime service. 

The Agent Orange Reconciliation Act of 
2016 would make the benefits for children of 
Vietnam-era veterans born with and currently 
suffering from Spina Bifida effective beginning 
at birth. As a result, this bill would provide a 
one-time retroactive monetary payment to the 
families enduring this condition to compensate 
for treatment of the symptoms of Spina Bifida 
from birth until enactment of the Agent Orange 
Benefits Act. 

Let us provide the benefits for which we are 
responsible with this important legislation. Our 
provision of benefits to the children of Vietnam 
veterans living suffering from Spina Bifida from 
their birth not only honors the service of these 
veterans but also recognizes the harmful and 
continued effects of Agent Orange Exposure 
in later generations. 

f 

FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
OF NEW YORK OUR COMMUNITY 
SALUTES HONOREE LIST 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a special tribute to nineteen exemplary 
young men and women who have chosen to 
serve their country in various branches of the 
Armed Forces of the United States. These 
courageous individuals will be dedicating 
themselves to the cause of protecting the se-
curity and welfare of their fellow citizens. I ad-
mire their strong sense of patriotism, as well 
as their desire to protect our values and make 
certain we remain the great nation we are 
today. Each of the following students has my 
deepest appreciation for their service to this 
country. These students will be honored by 
Our Community Salutes, a local community 
group, on May 19, 2016 at the Our Commu-
nity Salutes Brookhaven Town Enlistee Rec-
ognition Ceremony at Sunset Harbor in 
Patchogue, NY. 

Of the nineteen from my district, three have 
joined the U.S. Army; their names are the fol-
lowing: Jacob Bernocco of Patchogue-Medford 

High School; Janneth Guambana of Center 
Moriches High School; and Alexis Wallace of 
William Floyd High School. 

Twelve have joined the U.S. Marines; their 
names are the following: Scott Amato of Wil-
liam Floyd High School; Deny Amaya of Cen-
ter Moriches High School; Tyler Baudier of 
William Floyd High School; Alexander Cruz- 
Perez of William Floyd High School; Dion Ken-
nedy of Center Moriches High School; William 
Ladolcetta of William Floyd High School; 
Jonas Marrello of Center Moriches High 
School; Camron McLeod of Longwood High 
School; Michael Murphy of William Floyd High 
School; Shaun O’Mara of Patchogue-Medford 
High School; Caleb Richters of Longwood 
High School; and Terrell Sinclair of William 
Floyd High School. 

One has joined the U.S. Navy; his name is 
Adam Erkan of Bellport High School. 

One has joined the U.S. Air Force; her 
name is Jilian McCabe of Patchogue-Medford 
High School. 

One has joined the U.S. Coast Guard; his 
name is James Giarraputo of Center Moriches 
High School. 

One has joined the Air National Guard; his 
name is Jakob Klaus of Center Moriches High 
School. 

Mr. Speaker, we should be extremely grate-
ful to each and every one of these nineteen 
individuals. Their call to duty cannot be under-
scored or admired enough and it is my distinct 
honor and privilege to represent them and 
their families in the First Congressional District 
of New York. I wish them the best of luck in 
their respective branches and in all of their fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent on 
May 12, 2016, and May 13, 2016. If I were 
present, I would have voted on the following: 

Thursday, May 12, 2016 
Roll no. 186—H.R. 5046—On agreeing to 

the Lynch amendment: YEA. 
Roll no. 187—H.R. 5046—On passage: 

YEA. 
Roll no. 188—H.R. 1818—On motion to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill, as 
amended: YEA. 

Roll no. 189—H.R. 4586—On motion to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, as 
amended: YEA. 

Friday, May 13, 2016 
Roll no. 190—H. Res. 725—On ordering the 

previous question: NAY. 
Roll no. 191—H. Res. 725—On agreeing to 

the resolution: NAY. 
Roll no. 192—On approving the Journal: 

YEA. 
Roll no. 193—S. 524—On passage: YEA. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
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This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, May 
17, 2016 may be found in the Daily Di-
gest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 18 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
Business meeting to consider S. 2816, to 

reauthorize the diesel emissions reduc-
tion program, S. 2795, to modernize the 
regulation of nuclear energy, S. 1479, to 
amend the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act of 1980 to modify provi-
sions relating to grants, S. 2446, to 
amend subtitle D of the Solid Waste 
Disposal Act to encourage recovery and 
beneficial use of coal combustion re-
siduals and establish requirements for 
the proper management and disposal of 
coal combustion residuals that are pro-
tective of human health and the envi-
ronment, S. 921, to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to establish a non-
regulatory program to build on and 
help coordinate funding for restoration 
and protection efforts of the 4-State 
Delaware River Basin region, H.R. 3114, 
to provide funds to the Army Corps of 
Engineers to hire veterans and mem-
bers of the Armed Forces to assist the 
Corps with curation and historic pres-
ervation activities, S. 2754, to des-
ignate the Federal building and United 
States courthouse located at 300 
Fannin Street in Shreveport, Lou-
isiana, as the ‘‘Tom Stagg Federal 
Building and United States Court-
house’’, the nominations of Thomas A. 
Burke, and Jane Toshiko Nishida, both 
of Maryland, both to be an Assistant 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and General Serv-
ices Administration resolutions. 

SD–406 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the Tele-
phone Consumer Protection Act at 25, 
focusing on effects on consumers and 
business. 

SR–253 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine Every Stu-

dent Succeeds Act implementation, fo-
cusing on perspectives from education 
stakeholders. 

SD–430 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine assessing 

the security of critical infrastructure, 
focusing on threat, vulnerabilities, and 
solutions. 

SD–342 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Donald Karl Schott, of Wis-
consin, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Seventh Circuit, Paul 
Lewis Abrams, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Central District of 
California, Stephanie A. Finley, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Louisiana, Claude 
J. Kelly III, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana, and Winfield D. Ong, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Southern District of Indiana. 

SD–226 
2 p.m. 

Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship 

To hold hearings to examine small busi-
ness and the Affordable Care Act. 

SR–428A 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine S. 2785, to 

protect Native children and promote 
public safety in Indian country, S. 2916, 
to provide that the pueblo of Santa 
Clara may lease for 99 years certain re-
stricted land, and S. 2920, to amend the 
Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010 and 
the Indian Law Enforcement Reform 
Act to provide for advancements in 
public safety services to Indian com-
munities. 

SD–628 
3 p.m. 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism 

To hold hearings to examine 
ransomware, focusing on under-
standing the threat and exploring solu-
tions. 

SD–226 

MAY 19 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 

and Investment 
To hold hearings to examine improving 

communities’ and businesses’ access to 
capital and economic development. 

SD–538 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the inter-
national Treaty on Plant Genetic Re-
sources for Food and Agriculture, 
adopted by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations on 
November 3, 2001, and signed by the 
United States on November 1, 2002 (the 
‘‘Treaty’’) (Treaty Doc.110–19), and the 
Convention on the Law Applicable to 
Certain Rights in Respect of Securities 
Held with an Intermediary (the ‘‘Con-
vention’’), done at The Hague on July 
5, 2006, and signed by the United States 
on that same day (Treaty Doc.112–06). 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 

Business meeting to consider S. 247, to 
amend section 349 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to deem specified 
activities in support of terrorism as re-
nunciation of United States nation-
ality, S. 356, to improve the provisions 
relating to the privacy of electronic 
communications, and the nominations 
of Ronald G. Russell, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Utah, Inga S. Bernstein, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Massachusetts, Stephanie A. Galla-
gher, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Maryland, and 

Suzanne Mitchell, and Scott L. Palk, 
both to be a United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Okla-
homa. 

SD–226 
10:15 a.m. 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Farm Credit System, focusing on 
the outlook of the current economic 
climate. 

SR–328A 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Business meeting to markup an original 

bill entitled, ‘‘Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2017’’, and an original bill 
entitled, ‘‘Legislative Branch Appro-
priations Act, 2017’’. 

SD–106 
11:30 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
Business meeting to consider an original 

bill extending certain privileges and 
immunities to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, and a routine list in the For-
eign Service. 

S–116 
2 p.m. 

Select Committee on Intelligence 
To hold closed hearings to examine cer-

tain intelligence matters. 
SH–219 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Bureau 

of Ocean Energy Management’s 2017– 
2022 OCS Oil and Gas Leasing Program. 

SD–366 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Immigration and the Na-

tional Interest 
To hold hearings to examine the Admin-

istration’s immigration policies. 
SD–226 

MAY 24 

10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine under-

standing the role of sanctions under 
the Iran Deal. 

SD–538 

MAY 25 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 
Subcommittee on East Asia, the Pacific, 

and International Cybersecurity Policy 
To hold hearings to examine inter-

national cybersecurity strategy, focus-
ing on deterring foreign threats and 
building global cyber norms. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine under-
standing the role of sanctions under 
the Iran Deal, focusing on Administra-
tion perspectives. 

SD–538 

MAY 26 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine a review of 

the United States livestock and poul-
try sectors, focusing on marketplace 
opportunities and challenges. 

SH–216 
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10:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Construction 

and Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine a review of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs’ 

electronic health record (VistA), 
progress toward interoperability with 
the Department of Defense’s electronic 
health record, and plans for the future. 

SD–124 
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